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l62 THE MATHEMATICS TEACHER. 

Alfred the Great. By Beatrice Adelaide Lees. New York: G. P. Put- 
nam's Sons. Pp. 493. $2.50. 

There are many biographies of King Alfred the Great, and the ex- 
cuse for another is, in the words of the author, "The abiding charm 
and permanent importance of the subject." It is not a mere covering 
of the same ground that others have used in their biographies, but in 
addition Miss Lees has taken the results of recent investigations, which 
have thrown much light on obscure points, and brought them together 
in a compact form suitable for the general reader. It is an exceedingly 
well written book and well worth reading, even if we have already read 
others. It is well and profusely illustrated and a splendid piece of 
bookmaking. 

High School and Class Management. By Horace A. Hollister. Boston: 
D. C. Heath & Co. Pp. 314. 

The author's experience as high school visitor at the University of 
Illinois has well fitted him for a work of this kind. The material is all 
first-hand and the discussions the results of his experiences. It is care- 
fully written and teachers of mathematics will do well to read it. 

Mortality Laws and Statistics. By Robert Henderson. New York: 

John Wiley and Sons. Pp. v-f- m. 

In this book Mr. Henderson takes up something of the historical de- 
velopment of the subject, devotes considerable attention to its mathe- 
matical discussion, and then considers the mortality tables. The book 
does not, however, consider monetary applications. 

It is concisely and clearly written, and should prove a contribution to 
actuarial literature. 

First Year Mathematics for Secondary Schools. By Ernst R. Breslich. 
Chicago: The University of Chicago Press. Pp. xxiv-f-344. Price 
$1.00 + postage. 

This is one of the University of Chicago Mathematical Series, and is 
a development from the earlier books of the same title by George W. 
Myers. The University High School has been experimenting with cor- 
related mathematics since 1903, and the mathematical faculties of the 
University School, the School of Education and the University have 
worked together to help Mr. Breslich to produce a first year text on 
mathematics, instead of on one of its branches. The author seems to 
have succeeded in producing a book more coherent than its predecessors 
in this field. There is less feeling that one has barely gotten a glimpse 
of algebra before being whisked over into geometry, or vice versa, and 
a more evident reason for the placing of different parts in the order 
given them. 

For classes that will have but one year of high school mathematics 
there is strong reason for giving this book serious consideration, for it 
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should equip the pupils with some knowledge of all the elementary fields. 
Whether it is also desirable for pupils who will take two or more years 
of mathematics is an open question. 

Whatever a teacher's feeling about the close correlation of the mathe- 
matical subjects, this book will prove worthy of study. It has many 
interesting features in its details, as well as in the general question of 
its method. 

Plane and Spherical Trigonometry and Tables. By George Wentwobth 

and David Eugene Smith. Boston: Ginn & Co. Pp. 104 + 230. 

Price $1.35. 

This book differs from its predecessors in the series principally in the 
order of topics. Application of right triangle methods to problems that 
involve only small numbers is immediately followed by the introduction 
of logarithms and by the solution of oblique triangles. Identities, trigo- 
nometric equations, graphs, etc., are left until the end of plane trigo- 
nometry. There is also a chapter on the Applications of Trigonometry 
to Algebra, including De Mowre's Theorem, Euler's Formula and the 
natural system of logarithms. The spherical chapters contain the usual 
material. 

The lists of problems are excellent and the text seems to be inter- 
esting and clear. The tables are unusually readable, as great care has 
been taken to make the pages less crowded. 

Every Man a King. By Orison Swift Marden. New York: Thomas 

Y. Crowell Company. Pp. 240. $1.00 net. 

Dr. Marden's books are always good and this volume is no exception. 
Its sound reasoning and clear optimism are fascinating and inspiring, 
and interest begins with the first chapter. The reading of this book 
would mean success to many young people who without it are headed 
for failure. It should be in every library and in constant use. 

Acres of Diamonds. By Russell H. Conwell. New York: Harper & 

Brothers. Pp. 181. $1.00 net. 

The major portion of this volume is taken up with the story of the 
life and achievements of Dr. Conwell, by Robert Shackleton. The rest 
is the story of a lecture, delivered at various places, putting forth the 
idea that every one has " the opportunity to make more of himself than 
he does in his own environment with his own skill, with his own 
energy, and with his own friends." 

It is tremendously interesting and should prove a great source of 
inspiration and help to young and old alike; and shape their lives for 
success and happiness. 



